
NOVICE NORTH EAST REGIONAL INVITATIONAL COMPETITION 2016
Sunday 19th June 2016 at Spenborough Leisure Centre, Bradford Road, Liversedge,                West Yorkshire, WF15 6LW
Licence No: SSL2/16/005
This Competition is intended to give Novice swimmers a full competition experience. Therefore, ALL swimmers must enter the Figures competition.

ELIGIBILITY: All competitors must have been registered with the ASA in category 1 (or 2), and have been members of their Club, for at least 30 days prior to competition. All competitors must reside in and be registered with clubs affiliated to either the northeast or northwest region.  Male and female swimmers may enter the figures, solo, duet and combo events.  All qualifications shall be as at the latest posting date for entries, which will be 21st May 2016, and the highest qualification permitted for entries shall be Skill Level 1 (any Skills passed after this date but before the Competitions will be disregarded). The closing date for receipt of entries shall be 21st May 2016.
AGE RESTRICTIONS: Minimum 9 years, with a maximum age of 19 years for girls and 18 years for boys, as at 31st December in the year of the competition.   Sections for Figures will be divided into 2 Age Groups: 9 to 12 years and 13 to 19. 
FIGURE COMPETITION:  There are Two Sections, Skill Level 0 and Skill Level 1, both of which will be divided into two groups for the results; 12 & Under and 13 to 19. The minimum age is 9 as per the Licence Guidelines.
For the Figures, swimmers must wear a plain black one-piece costume devoid of logos, with a plain white hat; goggles and nose-clips may be worn.


Skill level 0 - for competitors holding no Skill Level
SK0: 12 & Under

SK0: 13 to 19

Skill level 1 - for competitors holding Skill Level 1 [skill must be gained by the closing date]
SK1: 12 & Under

SK1: 13 to 19 
	Group
	Skill Level 0
	Skill Level 1 

	Compulsory
	1. Back tuck somersault (1.1)
2. Tub with 360 degree rotation 
3. Oyster

4. Ballet leg with bottles
	1. Ballet Leg (1.6)
2. Surface prawn (1.4)
3. Front layout to front pike to fishtail position

4. Vertical 


SCORING FOR FIGURES: For the purposes of this competition skills will be marked as if they were Figures. No degree of difficulty is applied to any of the skills.  Degree of Difficulty to be applied to FINA figures only, as chartered.
SOLO COMPETITION:
· Top 12 figure results will qualify for solo competition (8 NE and 4 Invitational – if a region does not have the number of eligible entries the remaining number of competitors up to 12 may come from the other region)
	SK0: 12 & Under
	1 minutes plus/minus 10 seconds

	SK0: 13 to 19
	1 minutes plus/minus 10 seconds

	SK1: 12 & Under
	1 minutes plus/minus 10 seconds

	SK1: 13 to 19 
	1 minutes plus/minus 10 seconds


DUET COMPETITION:
· Top 8 combined figure results will qualify for duet competition (5 NE and 3 Invitational – if a region does not have the number of eligible entries the remaining number of competitors up to 8 may come from the other region)  
	SK0: 12 & Under
	2 minutes plus/minus 15 seconds

	SK0: 13 to 19
	2 minutes plus/minus 15 seconds

	SK1: 12 & Under
	2 minutes plus/minus 15 seconds

	SK1: 13 to 19 
	2 minutes plus/minus 15 seconds


COMBINATION COMPETITION:
	12 & under
	3 minutes plus/minus 15 seconds

	13 to 19
	3 minutes plus/minus 15 seconds


*Competitors can only compete in one combination team
These times INCLUDE the 10secs for deck work and all allowances for differences in playing speeds of music equipment; a failure to comply will result in penalties being deducted from scores. Walk on time must comply with the FINA Rule SS 14.1.6 - that is, no more than 30 seconds from start to standstill. 
· Clubs may enter two teams in a Section, provided that the first team must have 10 swimmers.

· The membership of teams must be declared at check in, before the Figures competition. 

· Teams must comprise swimmers from the same Club, and same gender. Teams should have 4 to 10 swimmers (a maximum of 12 names including 2 reserves).

· The routine may start on the deck or in the water, with a maximum of 10 secs for deckwork. No stacks, towers or human pyramids are permitted.

· All following parts must start in the water; a new part begins where the previous part ends. 

· The Teams shall comprise a combination of routines (Solos, Duets, Trios, Teams).   At least 2 parts must have fewer than 3 competitors. At least 2 parts must have 4 to 10 competitors.   When swimmers are not performing their parts, they may NOT hold on to the side of the pool. 

SCORING FOR ROUTINES: No figure marks will be included in the competition of combination team scores.  Routines are to be judged on Artistic Impression only.
AWARDS: Medals will be awarded for the first 3 places in each event. Every competitor will receive a certificate of participation. All competitors must have a Log Book (showing their qualifications and competition history), which must be handed in to the Clerks at check in, and collected, at the end of the competitions, by the Team Manager.  (Log Books should be downloaded from www.swimming.org and printed off in book format, A5 size – only first time competitors with no Skill Level should have a new one.)

MUSIC: All music must be of good quality. Clubs are required to provide music on non-rewritable CD prior to the routine competition.  All Clubs must have a back up which can either be CD or MP3.
COSTUMES: All costumes must be in good moral taste and suitable for the sport. For the Routines, swimmers may wear coloured costumes, which may be decorated with sequins, but no attachments (such as fringes) are permitted; headdresses must be securely attached to the head. Noseclips may be worn but goggles are only permitted for medical reasons and prior notice of such to the organiser by providing medical proof before the competition.  

ENTRIES: 
1. Entries are capped at 150 swimmers.  Priority will be give to NE swimmers and on a first come first served basis.

2. Entries must be submitted by email to nesynchro-competitions@outlook.com 

3. All sections must be completed.  
4. Entries MUST be accompanied by the Club Information Sheet, which lists the Officials being offered
5. Payment for entries must be received by cheque payable to ‘North East ASA’ posted to Tracy Wyke, 97 Birchington Avenue, Birchencliffe, Huddersfield, HD3 3RB, and arrive on or before 21st May 2016. If clubs are posting them within 2 days before that date, a certificate of posting should be obtained, and the organiser should be informed (by email) that they have been posted.  

PHOTOGRAPHY
The ASA’s rules state that an ASA Club member who wants to take photographs must sign the photography register on the day. Anyone who is not an ASA Club member must apply to the organiser before the competition for permission to take photos.   Any club that strongly objects to their routines being photographed by other Clubs must notify this in writing to the organiser with their entries so that it can be noted on the programme. 

SUPERVISING SWIMMERS: Each Club will be allowed 2 Team Manager/Stewards plus 1 more per 10 more swimmers over 20 plus coaching staff.  All must DBS checked and registered with an affiliated club.  They will be allocated accreditation, which will allow them access to the changing rooms and poolside.

TIMINGS OF COMPETITION: Provisional timings: 
· 9:15am 
Swimmer Registration
· 9:30am 
Judges/Officials/Scorers/Team Managers Meetings
· 9.30am 
Warm Up

· 10:00am
Competition
COMMUNICATIONS:  Please note that ALL communications concerning the competition will be by email nesynchro-competitions@outlook.com.  All emails should have as the subject ‘Novice NE Competition 2016’.   All emails MUST be acknowledged immediately upon receipt.

FEES: For each swimmer in the
· Figures: £5
· Solo £5
· Duet: £10

· For each team:  £22.00

For spectators:  £4.00 (adult) £2.00 (child/ senior citizen)
The promotion of the competition shall be the responsibility of the North East Region Technical Management Committee, which shall for all purposes be regarded as the promoter.  It shall decide any matter arising that is not covered by these conditions, subject to conformity with ASA Laws. 

The organisation of the competition shall be the responsibility of Meet Organiser appointed by the North East Region Technical Committee, who will also appoint the Referee Chief Clerk and Chief Scorer. 

The Promoters may in the case of entry numbers / time constraints reduce the number of figures to be performed in any/all of the events.   Unless this is the result of an unforeseen emergency, this amendment will be advised to the Club contact a minimum of 48 hours before the time of the competition. 

OFFICIALS: It is necessary for the smooth efficient running of this competition that all clubs taking part provide Officials for the day.  Please complete and return the attached form with your competitor forms.


· 1-5 swimmers = 2 judge, 1 scorer, 1 clerk of course, 1 volunteer
· 6-15 swimmers = 3 judges, 2 scorers, 1 clerk of course, 2 volunteers
· 16-25 swimmers = 4 judges, 3 scorers, 1 clerk of course, 3 volunteers (this will increase in multiples of ten)
Please note that only accredited personnel will be granted access to the changing rooms.  Clubs must submit copies of an up to date DBS number and accreditation will be given at the competition.
North East officials will be sent expense claim forms by email after the event.  Please complete and return them via email.  Invitational volunteers must arrange for expenses to be paid by their club or region.
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